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Excerpt from CASA’s 6 Month Report 

Sapphire lives with a foster family and shares her room with a 17-year-old former foster girl, who was adopted. The foster mother told me that Sapphire initially rebelled against the structure and the rules. The foster mother considered ending the placement, as three previous caregivers had, but she persevered and Sapphire began to settle into the home. The foster mother has not told me whether she intends to adopt or provide guardianship of Sapphire should reunification efforts fail.

Sapphire and her caregiver finished with Wraparound services in January 2016. The in-home family team met every other Monday night with the family. Two other therapists also worked with Sapphire. Sapphire sees a psychiatrist once a month. On October 1, 2015, I contacted her doctor’s office.  The psychiatrist, Dr. William Chu, told me that Sapphire is prescribed 0.1 mg of Clonidine in the morning and 0.2 mg in the evening for hyperactive behavior. The foster mother and Dr. Chu said that the medication has had a calming effect on Sapphire, who can become agitated toward evening and have difficulty relaxing and falling asleep. Dr. Chu said the dosage was relatively low.

The foster mother takes Sapphire to supervised visits with her adult sister, her grandmother, and her mother every Monday around noon. Sapphire said that they have met at restaurants, county offices, and the park. Sapphire visits mostly with her grandmother and older sister. Her grandmother takes public transportation to these visits and, when I met her after the last Court hearing, said it can take her as long as 5 hours round trip to attend the visits. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sapphire is in sixth grade at the local elementary school, a STEM school with a rigorous college bound curriculum. I attended Sapphire’s first trimester parent conference on November 17, 2015, along with her foster mother. Sapphire is performing fairly well overall, according to her teacher. Sapphire excels in reading, writing, and vocabulary but scores below proficient in math. Sapphire’s math teacher informed us that Sapphire does not yet know her multiplication facts and is inconsistent about turning in math homework. His biggest concern, however, was that Sapphire’s weekly visits with her family cause her to miss the majority of her math class every Monday. According to the social services practitioner, Sapphire’s grandmother holds her educational rights. 
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