Common Court Report Errors

1. Billy seems to really love his foster mother and thinks of her as his mother.
a. Problems: This is an opinion, what reason/specifics do you have to back it up?
Billy smiles broadly whenever his foster mother enters the room and will often go to her with his favorite toys to share with her. He calls her Mama and is quick to give her hugs and kisses.
2. I think the foster parents would be happy to adopt Billy.
a. Problems: It’s not what you believe; it’s what they need to specifically tell you.
The foster parents told me they are willing to adopt Billy.
3. Billy has no health issues.
a. Problems: Who told you that? What about his medical and doctor appts and immunizations?
According to the foster mother, Billy is up to date on his medical and dental appointments and immunizations.
4. Billy recently started wetting the bed.
a. Problems: Who told you that? When is recently?
According to his foster mother, Billy began wetting the bed in April 2017. 
5. Billy is in the second grade and is doing well.
a. Problems: Who told you he is doing well? What does that mean? Academically? What about peers?
Billy is in the second grade and, according to his teacher, is doing well. He gets along well with his peers and his teacher says he loves reading and science. 
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]I haven’t observed any visits between Billy and his mother.
a. Problems: We still need to know details around visits. And why haven’t you observed any visits?
Billy’s mother has weekly supervised visits at a visitation center. According to his foster mother, Billy’s mother has canceled 4 visits and was a no show to 3. She has had one visit during this reporting period. I was unable to observe any visits due to the many cancelations.
7. I assume the Social Worker will be recommending termination of services.
a. Problems: We can’t assume anything. Need to call SW and specifically ask what they will be recommending. 
According to HHSA social worker Jack Smith, HHSA will recommend that Ms. Maple’s reunification services be terminated and that a 366.26 hearing be set to identify a permanent plan for Billy.

